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Demons of Dante
In Dante’s Inferno, Dante populates the regions of Hell with multiple demons, many of which are creatures or people from ancient Graeco-Roman mythology. Each mythological creature is adapted by Dante, taking on more horrific attributes and turned into a vile demon. They are then placed into a circle of Hell, with their powers and habits forming a contrapasso with the circle that the demon now inhabits, and Dante’s confrontation with each heavily reflects the original story or purpose of that character.
One prime example of an adapted monster is Medusa, placed in the city of Dis, the circle inhabited by Heretics, or those who have sinned against G-d. In Greek Mythology, Medusa had sinned against the goddess Athena by sleeping with Poseidon in her temple. 

Additionally, the demon Medusa has the power to turn the living, it is implicitly stated that it fails to work on the dead as it failed on Virgil, to stone. Heretics in the bible suffered from many similar circumstances, such as being turned to a pillar of salt or stoned to death.

Finally, the might of Medusa is not to be feared and can be overcome by divine aid. In the original story, Jason is aided by several deities in slaughtering the horror. In the Inferno, Dante first receives aid from Virgil, who, while not divine, is an ethereal righteous person. Secondly, Dante is aided by an unnamed angel whose blasts the gate of Dis and chases off the demons, including the “terrifying” Medusa.
 
